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Harold M. Barlow was born on November 15, 1899 in London, England. He received the BS (Engineering) degree
in 1921 and the PhD (Science) in 1924 from London University. During the First World War, he served one and a half
years with the British Navy working on long-wave radio in submarines. For his work he received from the Admiralty
the citation “has performed valuable service in connection with the development of apparatus for naval communications. ” After graduating from London University, he joined his father in the family electrical contracting business,
Barlow and Young Ltd. He began his long academic career in 1924, when his former professor Sir Ambrose Fleming
offered him a post at the College of London as Assistant Lecturer in Design of Electrical Machines. His career at London University was broken only by service with the British Air Ministry during the six years of the Second World War.
During World War II he worked on radio including microwaves and became Superintendent of the Radio Department
at the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough, England.
The great developments in radar during World War II inspired him to concentrate his research on microwaves when
he returned to University College London in 1946 as Professor of Electrical Engineering. It was a very difficult task to
build up the resources for this new research school, particularly because the laboratories had been completely bombed
out. “The effort was greatly helped by the splendid group of research workers who happily joined in the enterprise. ”
He founded at University College the most important university center in microwaves in Great Britain. He exerted
great influence there on the progress of microwaves, became very well recognized, and trained many students who
later became prominent in their own right.
Dr. Barlow is now Professor Emeritus of University College London, having retired in 1967 after serving as Head of
the Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering for seventeen years. During his career he has participated in
most of the varied activities of professional electrical engineers. He was a Director of Marconi Instruments Ltd., a
consulting engineer with his own firm Barlow, Leslie, and Partners, and involved in a wide variety of academic pursuits. He published about fifty papers on microwave topics, including microwave measurements, surface waves, and
oversized circular waveguides for telecommunications.
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Dr. Barlow has served on many professional
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and was chairman and organizer of several symposia concerned with microwaves,
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